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Essex Bridge Center is open 7 days a week providing a comfortable, relaxing place to play and learn to play
bridge. At our center we have many different formats for bridge lessons and bridge playing in order to meet
the needs and desire of many different types and levels of bridge players. No one size fits all in bridge which
is why we offer such a large degree of flexibility. There is always the opportunity to grow in your enjoyment of
bridge at Essex with our experienced teachers who know their subject thoroughly and how to relate to both
beginners and more advanced players. Following are some descriptions of our different types of games and
lessons.

We have Lesson-Games from the beginner* through middle Intermediate levels. Lesson-Games start with a
short lesson and go into a relatively short game with lower levels playing fewer hands than higher levels. Be-
ginner lesson-games are quite informal. Higher level lesson-games are an ideal place for social players who

would like to learn how to play duplicate style and to use bidding boxes. I n winter 2012 our
Sept., we have no absolute beginners class running in January.

We have Intermediate Games from the middle to advanced intermediate levels. Some of these are preceded
by optional lectures held before the official start time. These games are friendly but no table talk about your
cards is allowed.

We have Weekend Workshops on the beginner through 2nd Year Student levels. These are basic study ses-
sions without a game component. The emphasis in these is on solidifying your bridge fundamentals to build a
good bridge foundation.

We have some 30 Minute Evening Lectures preceding the official start time of evening advanced intermediate
level games (specific topics are according to an announced schedule). And we have regular Short Lectures
on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays at Noon also preceding the advanced intermediate games.

We have Comprehensive Lessons on the middle to advanced intermediate levels. These are full detailed les-
sons which also sometimes have afollow-up week of supervised play on
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beginners and low intermediates need lots of playing experience as found in Lesson-Games before they are
ready for more detail and deeper explanations.

And, finally we have Open Games which are for advanced intermediates through the most experienced play-
ers. Open games and most other games are stratified giving players of different levels more chances to win!

The schedule of Intermediate Games and Open Games is constant throughout the year. The
other formats can vary at different times of the year so it is necessary to refer to the current
schedule for them. Besides this flyer, our website Home Page (www.essexbridgecenter.com) is
a good place to check regularly in order to see what is going on because the variable items such
as special games/events/lessons are published there each week. Comprehensive Lessons are
$12, Lectures are free and all other Lesson-Games, Games, and Workshops are $10 per player.




SCHEDULE FOR WINTER 2012

In cases of bad winter weather check our status on our website, on facebook, or by phoning the center.

Lesson-Games

Players may come without a partner to all lesson-games

Low Intermediates 6:30 pm all Mondays (0-20) Level 1 continues up to Level 2 start
Players with a little bridge  9:10 am all Thursdays (0-20) Level 2 starts 1/23 and 1/26
background Free Level 2 book Jan. 23,26,30,Feb. 1
Level 2 repeats basic bidding and play with
a few additions and with new exercises
Low Intermediates 9:10 am all Mondays (0-99) Level 4 (2nd Year) basic bidding in greater
2nd Year Students 6:30 pm all Mondays (0-99) detail, some new conventions & defense
tactics
about 12-14 hands
Intermediates 9:10 am all Tuesdays (0-199) about 14 hands; Intermediate bidding, play
Some 2nd Year Students, & defense topics
3rd Year and higher 9:10 am all Wednesdays  (0-199) about 16 hands; Intermediate bidding, play
& defense topics
6:30 pm all Wednesdays  (0-199) about 16 hands; optional preceding
lecture at 6:15 on Intermediate bidding,
play & defense topics
Intermediate Games
Intermediates 9:10 am all Fridays (0-299) About 18 hands; Friday mornings players
3rd Year and higher may come without a partner
Intermediates 12:30 pm all Sundays, (0-499) Non Life Masters
3rd Year and higher Mondays, about 22-24 hands daytime
Tuesdays, about 20-21 hands evening
Overall 499 Thursdays Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday
Winning pair . afterno_on games are precedeq by an
wins free game! 6:30 pm all Tuesdays, optional short lecture at 12:00
Thursdays 499 games: If you need a partner,

contact the Director 45 minutes in advarnce.

Evening
30 Minute 117
Lectures 1/24
Intermediates ~ 1/31
3rd Year and 217
higher
2/14
2/21
2/28
3/5
3/13

5:45 pm Tuesdays
Reverses and Jump Shifts Part |
Reverses and Jump Shifts Part Il
Reverses and Jump Shifts Part IlI

Cuebids: Getting the Most Out of the
Opponents Suit Part |

Cuebids: Getting the Most Out of the
Opponents Suit Part Il

Cuebids: Getting the Most Out of the
Opponents Suit Part Il

There is a game but no Lecture
Double Trouble Part |
Double Trouble Part Il

5:45 Thursdays
1/19 3rd Hand Openings
1/26
2/2

2/9

4th Hand Openings
Control Responses to 2C

Smolen and 3 Level Responses to
INT

2/16 New Minor Forcing

2123  There is a game but no Lecture

3/1
3/8
3/15

There /s a game but no Lecture
Roman Keycard 1430 Part |
Roman Keycard 1430 Part Il



Comprehensive Players may come to Comprehensive Lessons without a partner
Lessons

Intermediates & 9:30 Mondays Play of the Hand Paired with Defense
Advanced Intermediates

1/9 POH: Basic NT Play, Counting Winners, Developing Winners
DEF: Opening Leads Against NT Contracts
1/16  Supervised Play, NT Contracts

1/23  POH: Advanced NT Play Dangerous Opponent, Entries, Ducking
DEF: Third Hand Play, Attacking Entries

1/30  Supervised Play, NT Contracts

2/6 POH: Basic Play in Suit Contracts, Counting Losers, Call or
Not Call Trump DEF: Signaling

2/13  Supervised Play, Suit Contracts and Defensive Signalling
2/20 POH & DEF: Counting
2/27  Supervised Play, Counting

3/5 POH: Advanced Suit Contract Play: Crossruffs,
Dummy Reversal, End Plays DEF: Visualization

3/12  Supervised Play, Advanced Suit Contracts Play and Visualization

Some 2nd Year Students,  9:30 Thursdays Modern Bidding Techniques Il: Competitive Bidding
& Intermediates

1/12  Takeout Doubles

1/19  Simple Overcalls, Preemptive Overcalls

1/26  Supervised Play using Takeout Doubles and Overcalls

2/2  Third Hand Bidding: Redoubles, Cuebid Raises

2/9  Third Hand Bidding: Free Bids, Negative Doubles

2/16  Supervised Play using Third Hand Bidding Techniques

2/23 NT Overcalls, Bidding Over Opponents
3/1 Supervised Play on NT Overcalls and NT Interference

3/8 Michaels Cuebid and Unusual NT

3/15  Supervised Play on Michaels Cuebids and Unusual NT

All afternoons at 12:30; Tuesday and Thursday evenings at 6:30.

Open Games Suitable for advanced intermediates up through the most experienced players.
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