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   I have been teaching a variety of classes  at The South Or-
ange/Maplewood summer enrichment program  for many 
years, and added one session of Bridge for Kids in the sum-
mer of   2010.  The Children's Summer Program is a fun and 
educational camp for children entering grades 1 -9.  The 
bridge class was offered to campers entering grades 5 thru 
9.  
   The summer program is 4 weeks long, broken up in two, 
two week sessions. This summer (2011) the bridge class was 
offered in both sessions, but only filled in the 2 nd  session. 
Enrollment was modest, as is usually the case with many 
new classes, but is expected to grow with student repeats, 
as well as newcomers.  
   In the hour long class,  that met 10 times, I expected to 
be able to cover only the basics: counting honors, basic bid-
ding and first responses.  But because some students  had 
played bridge before, and the general enthusiasm level of 
the class as a whole was strong, I was able to cover more 
than I had planned. The campers were keeping up, and 
seemed to be able to grasp conventions quickly.   So I was 
able to add NT/Stayman hands, weak & strong openers, and 
of course the penalty double which was necessary to intro-
duce early, as the kids were trying to win the contracts at 
any cost! I was also able to introduce   scoring early, and the 
concept that the same hand would be played by different 
pairs.  
   In the  hour, the campers had time to play two hands. One 
was pre -dealt and corresponded to the lesson, the second 
was a random shuffle and deal.  
   The general atmosphere was competitive, but fun. Every-
one was excited to play, and seemed to be having a very 
good time.   The campers could resolve issues and answer 
questions within their group, but I was always there to assist 
and clarify.  
   Many of the campers said that they would like to take 
Bridge for Kids again next summer. I am looking forward to 
seeing them, as well as new faces. It is rewarding to be able 
to introduce this most exciting game to the next generation 
of bridge players.  

Lucy learned to play bridge at Essex Bridge Center and 
was supported both years in her teaching by the Center.  


